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CONFIDENTIAL KINGSTON 0289 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, JM 

SUBJECT: PARISH, MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS IN EARLY OFFING 

1 . THERE IS A GROWING EXPECTATION THAT JAMAICA WILL FACE 
ANOTHER POLL TOWARDS THE END OF NEXT MONTH OR EARLY IN MARCH. 

IT NOW APPEARS THAT ELECTIONS TO THE MUNICIPAL AND PARISH 
COUNCILS, REQUIRED BY LAW TO BE HELD BY JUNE THIS YEAR, ARE 

IN THE EARLY OFFING ALTHOUGH SOME ADJUSTMENT OF ELECTORAL 
BOUNDARIES WILL BE REQUIRED. 

2. THE REPORTED DECISION BY THE RULING PEOPLE S NATIONAL PARTY 
(PNP) TO PRESS FOR EARLY ELECTIONS WAS SAID TO BE BASED ON 

A DESIRE TO CAPITALIZE ON THE "POPULARITY'' IT PRESENTLY ENJOYS, 

AS REVEALED BY ITS DECISIVE VICTORY IN THE DEC PARLIA 
MENTARY ELECTIONS. THERE WAS SOME OPINION THAT THE 
ELECTIONS OUGHT TO BE POSTPONED EVEN THOUGH THIS 
WOULD REQUIRE AN AMENDMENT OF THE LAW GOVERNING 
MUNICIPAL AND PARISH ELECTIONS; THIS VIEW WAS 
REJECTED WHEN IT WAS ARGUED THAT THE OPPOSITION 
JAMAICA LABOUR PARTY (JLP) WOULD ENDEAVOR TO USE 
THE DELAY TO EMBARRASS THE PNP. 
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3. A JLP SOURCE TOLD US THAT THERE IS LITTLE 
ENTHUSIASM WITHIN THE OPPOSITION PARTY FOR A FRESH 
SET OF ELECTIONS. THE PARTY HAS NO MONEY AT 
PRESENT, AND IS UNLIKELY TO HAVE MUCH SUCCESS IN 
RAISING NEW FUNDS. MOREOVER, RANK- AND-F TT. F. MEMBERS 
ARE WEARY AND DISPIRTED, AND CANNOT BE EXPECTED 
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TO FACE A NEW ELECTION WITH ENTHUSIASM. AS A 
RESULT, THE ILP'S PROSPECTS ARE DIMMER THAN WOULD 
BE THE CASE IF ELECTIONS COULD BE DEFERRED FOR A 
YEAR. BY THEN THE NEW GOVERNMENT WOULD HAVE ESTAB- 
LISHED A RECORD, AND THAT RECORD WOULD INCREASE ITS 
VULNERABILITY. NOW THE RULING PARTY IS RIDING HIGH 
AND WILL WANT- AND SEEK- A REPEAT OF ITS DECEM- 
BER VICTORY. 

GERARD 
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